Dan Mishell who coordinated these publications with Ted Quilligan, Co-editor-in-Chief of the American Journal. At the time, the American Journal published twice a month, and we had papers published in April and November in one of the two monthly issues. Later we published papers in the December issue.
I took over the responsibility as editor of the SGI papers in the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology in 1986 and continued with this relationship until 1993. Our relationship with the American Journal was excellent, and it made our decision to attempt to become independent once again more difficult. We published approximately 50 papers per year and received more than double that number of manuscripts for review each year. Between the years, 1990 and 1992, culminating in the presidency ofFrederick Naftolin in 1992, we had extensive discussions within the Society about whether to try again to establish our own independent journal. This issue came to a vote of the membership, which narrowly passed in the affirmative. As Secretary Treasurer of the Society at the time, I remember well what I viewed as a tumultuous time and only tepid support for this initiative. Following this, a formal search was carried out for a publisher and contract development began, which culminated in our first contract with Elsevier beginning in 1993. The primary principal of this contract was that SGI would own the name of the journal, and that the journal would not require any financial contributions from the Society and would be self-sustaining, with the ability to provide the Society with royalty income and any advertising revenue, if available. Our page allotment was fixed and we began by publishing six issues per year. We worked diligendy towards being cited in Index Medicus through an application to the National Library of Medicine and were approved with our first application. At the beginning of the editorial process we took great pains to have the entire review process blinded (or masked), but with time, advice to me from the editorial board did away with this arduous and unnecessary task. The current trend for some journals is to have a totally open and transparent review process. Early in 2004 we began instituting an electronic submission and review process and within six months became entirely electronic. Over the years JSGI has faced all the usual challenges of publications in the modem era. This includes issues of double publication and plagiarism, as well as conflicts of interest. We have adhered to all guidelines of "Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to BiomedicalJournals" and the policies of Elsevier.
Our growth has been extremely encouraging with submissions steadily increasing each year (Figure 1 ). Our impact factor rose to a high of 2.83 and has been stable for the last several years (Figure 2) . We have published papers not only from our annual meeting but have considered all submissions whether they were from SGI members or nonmembers. Currendy, we accept a litde less than 50% of submitted papers. Of these accepted papers only 42% are from SGI members; a litde more than half (55%) are from non US authors.
Our page limit has always been preset through our contract with Elsevier and because of "growing pains" in 2004 • ..... tttff   ........................   ............. . Rogerio A. Lobo we increased our total page allotment from six to eight issues per year. Elsevier has been extremely flexible and helpful to us in this regard; and we also have the capability to publish additional pages, which would appear only online.
The Joumal enjoys a very stable status with sustained and steady growth (Figure 1 ). We are poised to excel further in the near future and further increase our number of pages and impact factor. With the assistance of the membership of SG I and our readership, this trajectory is assured. Please continue to support our Journal and the new Editor-in-Chief. It has been my honor to serve as your editor.
